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Local merger announced between The Conservation Foundation and Green Earth Institute 
 
The Conservation Foundation (TCF) and the Green Earth Institute (GEI), two not-for-profits based in 
Naperville at TCF’s McDonald Farm, announce they are merging, culminating a partnership that has 
grown since 2002 when GEI was founded to promote nutritional health and environmental sustainability.  
 
The merger, effective January 1, 2018, will result in GEI becoming a major new program under the 
umbrella of TCF. All farm operations and the current community-supported agriculture program, as well 
as youth education programs, will stay intact at the farm. 
 
The merger leverages the two organizations’ strong brands and missions. With TCF’s expanded emphasis 
on locally based conservation and community health, the merger capitalizes on the strengths of both 
groups. 
 
TCF Board President Christopher Burke said the merger of these two organizations, both committed to 
the health and vitality of the region is logical and timely.  
 
“The merger is a unique opportunity for both these organizations dedicated to conservation and education 
to combine resources and staff to promote community-based conservation and health to our residents,” 
Burke said.  
 
GEI Chairperson Carole Koch said of the union, “We’re going to be in good hands with TCF and feel 
confident in their longstanding commitment to our community.” 
 
Koch will become a new trustee of TCF beginning January 1, 2018. 
 
Since 2002, TCF has leased to GEI 49 tillable acres at its 60-acre McDonald Farm, Naperville 
headquarters, itself a donation to TCF by Lenore Clow McDonald to ensure her family’s farm remained 
open space and protected from development.  

Both organizations have used McDonald Farm for educational opportunities for area schools and 
neighbors to learn about conservation, stewardship, and sustainability, which includes rainwater 
harvesting, native landscaping, wind and solar energy, and, of course, organic farming.  

Founded by Steve Tiwald as a way to create a model for environmental sustainability, GEI grows more 
than 45 different vegetable and herb crops, which are sold through the community-supported agriculture 
program, also known as a CSA. This program invites the community to purchase a “share” of the 
expected harvest by making a payment in advance, then getting freshly harvested vegetables during the 
growing season. Learn more about the CSA here and how you can participate (http://bit.ly/2CAx8qL)  
 
Tiwald is retiring after 15 years at the helm and wanted to ensure the success of his vision and that the 
needs of his nearly 600 CSA shareholders will continue to be met. Tiwald started with a handful of 



customers and working a couple of acres in 2002 and saw the demand for his vision of healthy land and 
healthy people grow over the past 15 years. 
 
“This merger makes a lot of sense because of the close alignment of our two organizations’ principles and 
our experience collaborating for the past 15 years,” Tiwald said. “I am very excited about the synergies 
that will result in expanded reach and greater strength to achieve our mission.” 
 
This merger comes as TCF concludes its 45th anniversary this year and enters its 20th year in 2018 located 
at the McDonald Farm.  
 
With more than 4,000 members, TCF is one of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and 
watershed conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF has helped preserve more than 
33,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, and educated thousands of 
kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural areas and 
open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in your 
neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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Merger documents between The Conservation Foundation and Green Earth Institute are signed at TCF’s 
McDonald Farm in Naperville. Standing from left: President/CEO Brook McDonald, The Conservation 
Foundation, and Steve Tiwald, Green Earth Institute Founder. Seated from left: TCF Board President 
Christopher Burke with GEI Chairperson Carole Koch. 
 

 


