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Pre-order native plants now for spring planting 

 
Native plants to beautify and help the environment in your own back yard can 
be purchased online now for a May pickup during the annual McDonald Farm 
Native Plant Sale offered by The Conservation Foundation.   
 
Preorders of nearly 200 native species of plants including trees, shrubs, native 
grasses, and perennials are being taken now in partnership with Natural 
Communities Native Plants of Batavia.  
 
Online orders can be made from the Natural Communities website here. 
(http://bit.ly/2ohiPzZ) All orders must be placed by midnight on April 30.  
 
Pickup is from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, May 13 at McDonald Farm, 10S404 
Knoch Knolls Rd., Naperville, 60565.  
 
Some species of plants will be available for walk-up purchase, but supplies will 
be limited and pre-ordering is strongly encouraged. Vegetable plants provided 
by The Green Earth Institute also will be available. 
 
Homeowners can replace lost habitats in their yards by planting native plants 
rather than traditional home landscaping, to give native birds and butterflies 
what they need in the way of food. The very best birds in our region need 
insects and berries every day to survive.   
 
Native plants have deep roots, which help infiltrate rain where it falls and carry 
the moisture into the ground, cleaning it as it goes, rather than running off the 
surface. Loss of open space and wildlife habitat and rainwater runoff are the 
leading causes of environmental degradation in developed areas.  
 
For some direction on how to transform your little patch of earth, contact Land 
Preservation Specialist Jim Kleinwachter at (630) 428-4500, ext. 115 or email 
jkleinwachter@theconservationfoundation.org for some guidance on what to 
plant. He can also help homeowners qualify for The Conservation Foundation's 
Conservation@Home program, which recognizes homeowners for 
environmentally responsible landscaping efforts. 
 
 
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one 



of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and watershed 
conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF has helped 
preserve nearly 33,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers 
and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and 
the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and 
restore nature in your neighborhood. Find out more at 
theconservationfoundation.org.  
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