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Conservation luncheon hails founder of natural areas movement 
 
The man who’s considered to be the founder of the natural areas movement will be the 
topic at The Conservation Foundation’s Spring Luncheon to be held Thursday, June 15 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Arrowhead Golf Club in Wheaton. 
 
Guest speaker Arthur Melville Pearson will talk about his book, Force of Nature: George 
Fell, Founder of the Natural Areas Movement, and how he believes Fell is one of the 
most under-appreciated men in the history of American conservation.  
 
Fell is credited with establishing The Nature Conservancy, and he created the Illinois 
Nature Preserves System in 1963 for the protection of natural lands, which stood as a 
model for nature preserve programs in 14 states.  
 
The Paul D. Pierotti Memorial Scholarship, named in honor of the late son of former 
DuPage Forest Preserve President Dewey Pierotti and his wife Leslie, will be presented 
to Leah Theodor of Oswego and Nina Hulet of Wheaton.  
 
The scholarships are awarded each year through the DuPage Foundation to applicants 
with an interest in working in the environmental field and who are associated with the 
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County or The Conservation Foundation.  
 
Anyone interested is welcome to attend. Cost is $35 for members and $50 for non-
members. Call (630) 428-4500, ext. 110 or email here for reservation information. 
Arrowhead Golf Club is at 26W151 Butterfield Rd., Wheaton, 60189.  
 
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the 
region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation 
organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF has helped preserve nearly 33,000 
acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, and educated 
thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore 
nature in your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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