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Fox River Initiative topic at Conservation Foundation luncheon 
 
Details of a five-year initiative that will benefit communities along the Fox River will be shared 
during The Conservation Foundation’s Winter Membership & Awards Luncheon on Wednesday, 
February 15, from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Riverside Receptions in Geneva.  
 
Program Manager Trish Beckjord will discuss the ambitious Fox River Initiative, made possible 
by the Hamill Family Foundation, which focuses on communities in Kane, Kendall, and LaSalle 
counties.  
 
Retired Wheaton College art professor Joel Sheesley, en plein air oil artist, will talk about his 
role with the Art of the Fox program as the artist-in-residence and show some of his new oil 
paintings from along the Fox River.  
 
The Paul Butler Memorial Award will be presented to Friends of the Dayton Bluffs, a volunteer 
group that has helped clear invasive species from 150 acres of woodland, plant 90 acres to 
prairie, and remove two tons of trash from ravines from this Ottawa preserve which is set to open 
to the public later this year. This award is presented in Paul Butler’s memory to volunteers who 
work to support open space protection.  
 
Two retiring trustees, June Keibler and Sunil Chand, also will be recognized for their service to 
The Conservation Foundation.  
 
Cost is $25 for members and $50 for non-members. Reservations can be made online at 
theconservationfoundation.org no later than Friday, February 10. Riverside Receptions is at 35 
N. River Lane, just north of Route 38 in downtown Geneva.  
 
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the region’s 
oldest and largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation organizations. Since it was 
founded in 1972, TCF has helped preserve nearly 33,000 acres of open space, restored and 
cleaned miles of rivers and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature 
and the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in 
your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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