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Conservation Foundation receives state award for Butterfield Parks 
partnership 
 
The Conservation Foundation was honored last month by the Illinois Association of Park 
Districts with the “Best Friends of Illinois Parks” award for its partnership with the Butterfield 
Park District in supporting an open space referendum.  
 
The Butterfield Park District nominated the Foundation for its help and support of a referendum 
to purchase land that was to be developed into a gas station. The referendum passed by more 
than a 70 percent margin and the site now will be restored as a nature-based recreation area and 
park for use by the community.  
 
The Foundation also was commended for its help to the Park District when matching funding 
was stalled because of the budget impasse in Springfield. The Foundation purchased the property 
on the Park District’s behalf and spearheaded the referendum campaign. 
 
The award was presented October 12 at the IAPD Best Awards Gala held in Wheeling.  
 
The Conservation Foundation is one of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and 
watershed conservation organizations, with more than 4,000 members. Founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve more than 35,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers 
and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural 
areas and open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our 
environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in 
your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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Pictured left to right: John Hoscheit, Kane County Board commissioner; Nancy Hopp, Aurora, 
board member, The Conservation Foundation; Dan Lobbes, director of land preservation, The 

Conservation Foundation; and Larry Reiner, executive director, Butterfield Park District.  



 
 


