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Summer nature camps at McDonald Farm reconnect kids with the earth 
 
What better way to spend the summer than by exploring outside and getting dirty while learning about 
nature’s wonders during Nature On The Farm, summer education camps presented by The 
Conservation Foundation’s Green Earth Institute at McDonald Farm in Naperville.  
 
Camps are tailor-made for age groups starting with preschoolers through fifth graders, and each 
session is a little different so parents can sign up children for more than one if desired. New campers 
can save $10, discounted at registration.  
 
The camps offer a unique hands-on learning experience that reconnects kids with the earth through 
various activities in the vegetable garden and butterfly garden: 
 
Nature Buddies for children ages 3 to 5 with a parent, meets four times on Thursday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Children will be introduced to birds, bugs, weather, and gardening through reading 
stories, crafts, and exploring the Farm. Sessions run from June 7 through June 28 and July 5 through 
July 26. A third session meets Tuesday and Thursday, beginning July 31 and ending August 9. Cost for 
Nature Buddies programs is $58/session for TCF members; $70/session for non-members.  
 
Nature Rangers camps are one-week sessions, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon for children 
entering first through fifth grades. Children will learn how to garden and will participate in games, 
crafts, storytelling, music, and cooking while spending the week outdoors. Kids will bring home 
seasonal produce when available. Sessions for first and second graders are June 4 through June 8, June 
18 through 22, July 16 through 20, and July 30 through August 3. Sessions for third through fifth 
graders are June 11 through June 15, June 25 through June 29, July 9 through July 13, July 23 through 
July 27, and August 6 through 10. Cost for Nature Rangers programs is $120/session for TCF 
members; $144/session for non-members. 
 
Registration can be made online at GreenEarthInstitute.org. For more information on these programs, 
call (630) 664-5681. McDonald Farm is at 10S404 Knoch Knolls Rd., Naperville 60565. 
 
The Green Earth Institute organic farming operation is a program of The Conservation Foundation 
based at McDonald Farm which focuses on demonstration and education about nature, nutrition and 
how to live with and use the land in a responsible, caring way. The Green Earth CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture) provides healthy, organic vegetables to the community through purchased 
harvest shares.  
 
With more than 4,000 members, The Conservation Foundation is one of the region’s oldest and largest 
not-for-profit land and watershed conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF has 



helped preserve more than 35,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and 
streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural areas 
and open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in your 
neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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