
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
July 23, 2018 

 
DuPage group makes final payment for Oak Meadows conservation project 
 
The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup presented a check for $2.25 million to the Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County at a recent meeting for construction costs related to 
extensive aquatic habitat renovations on Salt Creek recently completed at The Preserve at Oak 
Meadows Golf Course in Addison.  
 
The $16.8 million golf and conservation project was started in 2016 to address ongoing stream 
quality and flooding problems that often forced the closing of the golf course. The ambitious 
golf, stream habitat, and stormwater management project was proposed to improve water quality 
while also enhancing the wildlife habitat.  
 
Today, golfers can enjoy a challenging 18-hole course (formerly 27 holes) through majestic 
restored oak savannas, native prairies, and wetlands that have been built to provide flood 
resistance and habitat.  
 
The project involved managing more than 280 acres and 1.5 miles of stream corridor by 
integrating a challenging golf course design and surface water management. That meant literally, 
but temporarily, moving the creek into a mile-long diversion channel, removing two dams, 
removing more than a mile of river bank armoring, adding 9,000 square feet of cobble to create a 
more natural habitat in the creek bed, and creating seven pool and riffle sequences along with the 
restoration of habitat on 103 acres of upland area.  
 
This mammoth collaboration brought DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup, the Forest Preserve 
District of DuPage County, and DuPage County Stormwater Management together to make the 
transformation possible.  
 
The Preserve at Oak Meadows received the 2017 Green Star Environmental Award from Golf 
Digest and was named the No. 1 “Renovation of the Year” for public golf courses by Golf Inc. 
magazine (May/June 2018 issue) and was also the subject of the water issue of Golf Course 
Industry magazine, July 2014 edition.   
 
The Conservation Foundation is one of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and 
watershed conservation organizations, with more than 4,000 members. Founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve more than 35,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers 
and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors. It has 
provided staffing to the DRSCW since its incorporation in 2005.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural 
areas and open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our 



environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in 
your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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Pictured from left: Ed Stevenson, DuPage Forest District executive director and former manager 
of the Oak Meadows Golf Course; Dave Gorman, assistant public works director in Lombard 

and DRSCW president; Stephen McCracken, watershed protection director for The Conservation 
Foundation; Joe Cantore, DuPage Forest District president; Tony Charlton, director of DuPage 
County Stormwater Management; and Sarah Hunn, chief engineer, DuPage County Stormwater 

Management).  
 

 


