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Dayton Bluffs Preserve hike explores diverse habitats during Eagle 
Watch Weekend 
 
The Conservation Foundation is offering a “long and hardy” hike through the Dayton Bluffs 
Preserve in Ottawa on Saturday, January 26 from 9 to 11 a.m. in conjunction with Illinois 
Audubon Society’s Bald Eagle Watch Weekend.  
 
The hike will be led by TCF President/CEO Brook McDonald who will point out the unique 
features of this preserve that include 253 acres of woods, 14 ravine systems, and restored fields 
along the Fox River.  
 
The diverse habitats attract many bird species including pileated woodpeckers and bald eagles. 
Hikers will get to see the ongoing restoration efforts in the oak woodlands. The hike includes a 
trek past the 1,000-year old Native American burial mounds and the pioneer cemetery. 
 
The hike is free, but space is limited to 25 people. To reserve a spot, register online at 
Eventbrite no later than Wednesday, January 23. Guests are advised to dress for the outdoors, 
since there is a significant amount of walking involved through rugged territory.  
 
The preserve is located at 2997 Illinois Route 71 in Ottawa. The access drive is off of Route 71, 
near the silver silos that are just south of the I-80 interchange and north of Hank's Restaurant. 
There will be a sign at the access drive. Guests are advised to drive down the lane back to the 
parking area on the Dayton Bluffs Preserve site. 
 
This hike is one of many activities planned during the weekend for Bald Eagle Watch Weekend, 
January 26 and 27 at Starved Rock Lodge in Utica. For more information on events, go to the 
Illinois Audubon Society website at lllinoisaudubon.org.  
 
The Conservation Foundation is one of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and 
watershed conservation organizations, with more than 4,000 members. Founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve more than 35,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers 
and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural 
areas and open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our 
environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in 
your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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See the winter beauty of the ravines at Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa during an interpretive 
hike on Saturday, January 26 from 9 to 11 a.m.  

 


