
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
December 19, 2018 
 
 

Take a hike New Year’s Day at Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa 
 
After weeks of holiday celebrations, why not start the new year off on the right foot with a First 
Day Hike on New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019 at the Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa? 
 
The FREE hike is hosted by Friends of the Dayton Bluffs, a volunteer group that has spent 
thousands of hours hauling out trash, clearing invasive plants and shrubs, and assisting with 
controlled burns. These dedicated volunteers will lead the hike through some of the 253 acres of 
woods, that include diverse habitats for many bird species including pileated woodpeckers and 
bald eagles.  
 
Hikers will see the results of the ongoing restoration efforts in the oak woodlands and will also 
pass by the 1,000-year old Native American burial mounds and the pioneer cemetery.  
 
This FREE hike starts from the Dayton Bluffs parking lot at 9 a.m. and lasts about two hours. 
Hikers are advised to wear layers due to unpredictable weather, gloves, hats, and boots suitable 
for trekking through rugged terrain. Enjoy a bonfire sipping hot chocolate following the hike. 
 
Dayton Bluffs Preserve is located at 2997 Route 71, between the I-80 interchange and north of 
Hank’s Farm Restaurant. For more information, call (815) 434-0425.  
 
The Conservation Foundation is one of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and 
watershed conservation organizations, with more than 4,000 members. Founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve more than 35,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers 
and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural 
areas and open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our 
environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in 
your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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Winter hikers at Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa explore one of the ravines revealing diverse 
ecosystems.  

 

 


