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Rain barrels and water-friendly landscaping ideas for 
homeowners on March 13 
 
Water continues to be a precious commodity and there are many ways homeowners can 
reduce stormwater runoff, flooding, and stress on sewer systems on their own properties 
by harvesting rainfall using rain barrels.  
 
The Conservation Foundation and the Village of Oswego are partnering to present a 
FREE workshop Wednesday, March 13 at 7 p.m. at the Oswego Public Works Building to 
show homeowners how to install and maintain rain barrels to use at their homes.  
 
Rain barrels are sealed, safe around children, and they’re insect resistant. They can be 
painted in delightful ways to enhance homes and gardens.  
 
About 40 percent of household water use during the summer is on lawns and gardens. 
Rainwater is chlorine, lime and calcium free, which is great for watering flowers and 
vegetable gardens or for washing cars and windows.  
 
Each attendee will receive a native plant guide and learn how to arrange a free yard visit 
to help solve specific problems. Information on how to install a rain garden and how to 
obtain a rain barrel will be available.  
 
The workshop is free, but registration is required. Register no later than Monday, March 
11 by sending an email to jchurch@theconservationfoundation.org or call (630) 553-
0687, ext. 204. The Oswego Public Works Building is at 100 Theodore Dr., Oswego 
60543. 
 
The Conservation Foundation is one of the region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land 
and watershed conservation organizations, with more than 4,000 members. Founded in 
1972, TCF has helped preserve more than 35,000 acres of open space, restored and 
cleaned miles of rivers and streams, and educated thousands of kids by engaging them 
in nature and the outdoors.  
 
TCF’s mission is to improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring 
natural areas and open space, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting 
stewardship of our environment. 
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore 
nature in your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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