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‘Plein air’ artist talks about painting along the Fox River 

 
What’s it like to experience the Fox River at different times of day and in different seasons? Plein air 
artist Joel Sheesley, The Conservation Foundation’s artist-in-residence, will talk about his experiences 
painting Fox River landscapes at the Fine Line Creative Arts Center in St. Charles on Wednesday, 
November 15 at 7 p.m.  
 
Sheesley is partnering with TCF as part of its Fox River Initiative, a bold outreach program to help 
connect residents with the river and engage them to become environmentally conscious through local 
projects. Sheesely’s role is to produce 50 to 60 seasonal oil paintings of the Fox River that will be 
exhibited and for sale next fall at Schingoethe Center of Aurora University.   
 
En plein air in French means outside, and it is a practice that has been embraced by many famous artists 
throughout the ages including Monet, Renoir, and Van Gogh, to name a few. Actually painting in the 
environment allows the artist to experience the ever-changing natural light in revealing their artwork.   
 
The project has taken Sheesley from Dundee down to Ottawa along the river, canoeing to some locations 
and even camping out to be able to capture the sunrise. He’ll talk about how his artistic experience relates 
to his current plein air practice of direct landscape observation. He’ll introduce the history of plein air 
painting, explain the tools, materials, and techniques used when painting on site, and will discuss his field 
experience using a number of his Fox River paintings.  
 
Sheesley is an Emeritus Professor of Art at Wheaton College. The paintings and his blog, which can be 
found at theconservationfoundation.org, will be compiled in a book, A Fox River Testimony, available 
next fall.  
 
The lecture is free, but those interested in attending are asked to “save a seat” by registering at fineline.org 
under Lecture Series.  
 
Fine Line Creative Arts Center is a 37W570 Bolcum Rd., St. Charles 60175.  
   
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the region’s oldest and 
largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve nearly 33,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, 
and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in your 
neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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