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Experience ‘plein air’ painting on the Fox River 
 
Learn about plein air painting as The Conservation Foundation’s artist-in-residence sets up his easel along 
the Fox River on Tuesday, October 3 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Gail Borden Library in Elgin.  
 
Joel Sheesley is creating dozens of paintings of the Fox River showing its moods and beauty throughout 
the seasons to culminate in an exhibit in the fall of 2018 when the works will be available for sale as well 
as a coffee-table book of his compiled Fox River paintings and writings called “A Fox River Testimony.” 
 
Painting “en plein air”, French for outside, has been embraced by many famous artists through the ages 
including Monet and Gauguin, who put themselves in the landscapes they painted and took advantage of 
the ever-changing outdoor lighting to create their masterpieces.  
 
Everyone is invited to observe the process of outdoor painting as he sets up on the west side of the library 
along the river. Following the painting session, Sheesley will present “A Fox River Testimony Through 
Art” at 7 p.m. in the Elgin Room of the Main Library located at 270 N. Grove Ave. in Elgin. Registration 
can be made by going to the Gail Borden Library website events page.   
 
He’ll talk about plein air painting and the creative process of being outside in the environment to 
experience as well as envision the finished work. By showing different artistic styles, Sheesley will 
demonstrate how landscapes achieve meaning to those viewing them.  
 
Sheesley is an emeritus professor of art at Wheaton College and has partnered with The Conservation 
Foundation as artist-in-residence for the Art of the Fox, a program that is part of the Fox River Initiative 
to encourage cultural, social, economic, and ecological appreciation for the river in the communities it 
flows through. 
 
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the region’s oldest and 
largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF 
has helped preserve nearly 33,000 acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, 
and educated thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore nature in your 
neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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