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Photography exhibit benefits Mighty Acorns education program 
 
The Conservation Foundation’s Mighty Acorns program was selected as one of the not-
for-profits to benefit from the sales of artwork that will be on display in the 
“Assemblies of Empathy” exhibit by artist Ramon Nayar at North Central College.  
  
The exhibition kicks off Sunday, October 29 with an artist’s reception from 2 to 4 p.m. 
in the Oesterle Library Gallery and will be on display through Wednesday, January 3, 
2018.  
 
“This exhibit is a really exciting way of leveraging the Fine Arts as a platform for 
celebrating Mighty Acorns and the way it empowers our youth and improves our 
communities,” Conservation Foundation President/CEO Brook McDonald, said. 
 
The exhibit is the first of its kind hosted by the College, providing a platform for 
cause-based charities that range from pet therapy, youth education, and youth 
empowerment, inspired by the artist’s involvement with these programs. Fifty percent 
of proceeds from the wall art will benefit these nonprofit programs, and 25 percent 
will go to North Central College’s Fine Arts Center.  
 
Nayar said he’s had an affinity for nature and the outdoors since he was a child, and 
was drawn to the Mighty Acorns program with its stewardship education and youth 
empowerment.  
 
“As an artist, it’s so inspiring to see the creativity both the educators and students 
share as they exchange ideas about biodiversity,” Nayar said. “It is the innovative, 
multi-dimensional components of this program that have fueled my own inspiration to 
create this body of work.” 
 
Mighty Acorns® is a stewardship-based environmental education curriculum for third 
through fifth graders that incorporates classroom curriculum, hands-on restoration 
and exploration activities. The program is tied to Next Generation Science Standards, 
STEM and Common Core. 
 
The other charities also chosen to benefit from the exhibit are Chicago Lights, 
supporting children and adults facing poverty in Chicago; and Hinsdale Humane 
Society, providing care and adoption of homeless animals.   
 



Oesterle Library Gallery is at 320 E. School St., Naperville, 60540. The “Assemblies of 
Empathy” exhibit will be on display during the gallery’s regular hours. For information 
on the exhibit, email Gallery Director Nickole C. Lanham or call (630) 637-5375. 
 
The Conservation Foundation, celebrating its 45th anniversary in 2017, is one of the 
region’s oldest and largest not-for-profit land and watershed conservation 
organizations. Since it was founded in 1972, TCF has helped preserve nearly 33,000 
acres of open space, restored and cleaned miles of rivers and streams, and educated 
thousands of kids by engaging them in nature and the outdoors.  
 
Work is focused in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will Counties to preserve and restore 
nature in your neighborhood. Find out more at theconservationfoundation.org.  
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