
Distribute plant guide to volunteers so they can easily identify if a
plant is a weed or one of the native plants

Newly planted native plants need help getting established. Water your
plants every other day for two weeks, if it doesn’t rain

If there isn’t a lot of rain, you’ll want to water 1 – 2 times per week after those
first two weeks and for the first few months. Using a sprinkler is an easy way
to ensure a thorough soaking
We typically see a drought period during mid-July to September. You’ll want
to make sure the garden is being regularly watered during this time in the first
year
After the first growing season, the plants will be established enough to not
need constant watering but you may want to set up a watering schedule
again during prolonged drought periods

Create a volunteer schedule for students and their families to help water
and weed throughout the summer (Consider using a website such as
SignUp Genius to help keep track of volunteers and to have automatic
reminders sent to individuals)

Identify a water source and where tools/gloves are stored so that
volunteers can access and easily use them

School Polinator Garden Maintenance Guide

Weed regularly. To ensure that weeding does not become an
overwhelming job, encourage students to monitor the garden
continuously and remove weeds when they are small. If weeds are
allowed to grow for too long, they will flower and spread seeds, which
will escalate the weed problem

Getting Started



Leave the plant stalks standing and rake leaves into garden beds

Leave remaining spent plants until consistently 50 degrees or gently cut
stalks and place in a separate location to allow native insects to emerge

Fall Maintenance

Spring Maintenance

Check for bare soil areas and either plant additional plants or fill in with
mulch to help suppress weeds

Check regularly for when plants are going to seed. Each species may go to
seed at a different time. You can leave them be if it something you’d like to
spread more in the garden, collect the seeds for future plants somewhere
else, or deadhead them (remove the seed pods) if it is a plant that is
spreading too much


